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   Took some time these last two weeks to do less work and reflect on my ministry.  To that end, I worked out a preaching outline for the New Testament book of Romans.  We’ll begin a sermon series next Sunday – I call it Christianity Explored – we’ll look at the first 7 verses of Romans Chapter 1.

   Two other things jumped out at me these last two Sundays as we worshipped elsewhere.  Jan and I almost never go to church together (or sit together during worship).  But, the last two Sundays, that happened.  And, this was really weird for me, last Sunday, I was still at home at 9:15 AM while many of you were here for Sunday School.  I’m never home that late on Sunday.  
   A question - What purpose does God have for His Church?
   1 – Some believe the purpose of the Church is missions.  There should be a heavy emphasis on witnessing to those who are not Christians.  But, is this the primary purpose of the Church?

   2 – Others believe the purpose of the Church is social action.  So much suffering exists, some believe the Church should do all she can to relieve suffering of the poor, homeless, hungry, imprisoned, and the sick.  But, is this the primary purpose of the Church?
   3 - Still others stress the purpose of the Church is to be a retreat center.  Because we are battered by the fallen world around us, Christians, need a hospital where they can nurse their wounds, get refreshed, and return to life in a dangerous society.  But, is this the primary purpose for God’s Church?
     Each of these responses is partially true.  They each hit upon an emphasis of the Church.  But, “purpose” is a more embracing concept, and when the Apostle Paul thinks of it, he sees God’s developing wholeness or maturity in his people.  The main purpose of the church is making disciples of Jesus, which is a long-term goal of becoming more like Jesus.
Ephesians 4:11-16: 

   “And He Himself (Jesus) gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head – Christ – from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love.”

   There are four terms we need to understand in verse 11:

   1 – “Apostles” – The word means “one who is sent with a commission.”  There were two qualifications to be appointed as an apostle.  First, one must have seen Jesus Christ.  Second, an apostle had to be a witness of the Resurrection of the Risen Lord.  The apostles helped lay the foundation of the Church (Eph. 2:20), and once that foundation was laid, they had completed their work.  The fruits of their work live on today in the teaching of the Bible’s New Testament.

   2 – “Prophets” spoke under the direct inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  What they said was as if God had said it Himself.  Because we have the completed Word of God, there is no new revelation from God to His people.  The canon of God’s Word is closed –we have the beginning, middle, and the end in the Holy Bible.  

   3 – “Evangelists” still exist in our day.  An evangelist has a gift for sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ with those never previously exposed to the gospel.  Missionaries or church planters exercise this gift today.  Though, clergy are often gifted this way, Paul exhorted Pastor Timothy in 2 Timothy 4:5, to “do the work of an evangelist.”  Peter teaches us to “. . . always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you.” (1 Peter 3:15)

   4 – “Pastors and Teachers” – Some who teach aren’t pastors, but every pastor is a teacher.  “Pastor” is the Latin word for shepherd.  The care and feeding of the flock of God is the primary responsibility of the pastor.  He must spend much time and effort teaching God’s Word – counseling, group studies, and the preaching ministry.  

   What do apostles, prophets, evangelists, and pastors and teachers have in common? Teaching.  This is the greatest priority and need of the church.

   God’s philosophy of ministry for the Church includes providing gifted persons to teach.  Yet, it is also part of His philosophy of ministry that those being taught shoulder the work of the ministry of the church.  Why God provides teachers is found in verse 12 – “for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ,”
   How unlike the mindset of most churches in our day!  Many Christian laypersons believe the pastor receives a wage from the church to do all the work of the church!  In recent decades, what has become the traditional model of the Church is that of the pyramid, with the pastor perched at the top, while the laity is arrayed beneath in serried ranks of subordination.  

   Not much better is the model of the bus, where the pastor does all the driving while the congregation are the passengers slumbering in peaceful security behind him.

   Quite different is the model the Bible gives in Ephesians Chapter 4.  “The New Testament (sees) ministry not as the (entitlement) of a clerical elite but as the privileged calling of all the people of God.” (Stott, 167)  The biblical model of the Church is the body, where each member has a distinctive function, where those in pastoral roles prepare God’s people for works of ministry.

   The bottom line for every Christian is that each of you should be involved in some kind of ministry of the local church.  Are you involved in at least one of Trinity’s many ministries?  The need is great.  Consider some we are looking for help with:

· We are in need of people to serve in the nursery during the Sunday School hour.  If you do not attend a Sunday morning study class, perhaps you’d help others attend by being in the nursery rotation during Sunday School hour?
· “Bible Bunch” meets two Thursdays a month, for an hour and a half – that’s 3 hours a month.  We lack a teacher for the Kindergarten 4 & 5 year old class, and a teacher for the 1st through 3rd grade class.  Would you be willing to invest a couple hours a month to help teach our children?  You likely raised your hand when one of our infants was baptized – indicating you’d help the parent raise their children to know Jesus…
· We have many people who are homebound or living in assistance living/nursing facilities – even if they may not remember who you are, you would be representing Jesus to them by visiting them in their infirmity or advancing age.
· Some of you are gifted with musical talent, but not using them for the benefit of the entire congregation.  How we need you for the choir, praise team or ensembles! 

· Flowers for the sanctuary?  Care packages for college kids – we have several!! 

   If you are a believer in Jesus Christ, you must understand you cannot please God by pressing on through life professing a saving faith in Christ, yet doing little with the Church.  As a believer, you are a necessary part of the whole body; you are a joint or a part.  

   Can you imagine what your body would be like if your left lung said it was a lung, but it didn’t need to be attached to your body to function?  In fact, it attempts to exist apart from you, and does it’s breathing, but that function isn’t helping your body whatsoever.  Not to mention, if that lung wasn’t connected to the rest of your body, it wouldn’t survive very long.  It needs the nose and mouth, the heart, the brain, the rib cage and blood vessels – to survive.  It’s the same thing with those who think themselves Christian, but they exist apart from Christ’s body, the Church.  You need the church, and the church needs you, friend!
   Think about your present support of the church – with your presence, time, talents, and treasure.  What would the church look like if everyone in the church had the same level of commitment you have toward the church?  Would there even be a Trinity Church in the future? 

   This passage gives us some characteristics that should not mark our walk with Jesus Christ.  One is that we should no longer be infants in the faith (verse 14 – “no longer children.”)  To be an infant in the faith is to remain in the same stage when Christ saved us.  Perhaps you became a Christian some time ago.  Are you still at the same level of knowledge of God’s Word? 
   Some of you recently became more interested in God and His Church.  You likely have questions, and would like to know more about the basics of the Christian faith.  I’d like to take a couple of months – during the Sunday School hour – to give you the opportunity to ask questions you may have about God and His Word, the Holy Bible.  I’ll call this course Christianity 101.  I would love for you to be part of this, especially if you’re not already involved in a Sunday School class (youth or adult).  Text/call me if so!
      A second characteristic in this verse is Immaturity.  To be immature is to not be developed, not perfect (in terms of morality).  Verse 13 says we must “come to the unity of the faith.”  The end God rather has in mind for His Church is summarized in the words “motion” or perhaps more correctly, “moving.”  This is no aimless wandering like that characterizing people who have no center in their lives, but goal-directed activity.  Notice in verse 13 that we are to move toward a deepening “knowledge of the Son of God.”
   Then, in verse 15, Paul says we achieve that unity and knowledge by “speaking the truth in love.”  Many think this refers to our words to each other; and there is a sense in which that is true.  We must season our words with love, and we must not go so far in the other direction that our loving words are not based upon truth.  It is well said that truth without love is brutality, and love without truth is hypocrisy.

   The meaning goes beyond speech to conduct.  Literally according to the original Greek, this would read in English, “truthing it.”  This means “walking in truth.” (Wuest, 103)  As God’s Church, we realize that we don’t do this going our own way for 6 days, then locking step on Sunday morning and having some vague resemblance of people with some commonality for a brief interlude.  “Truthing it” is a full lifestyle of fellowship with one another, working for and with one another that we all become more like Jesus.

   A third trait these verses teach us about our goal as a Church is that we are in the Midst of each other – we are the part of a number of persons who make up the Body of Christ.  Verse 16 puts it this way – we are “joined and knit together” and “every part does its share.”  What I do or don’t do, and what you do and don’t do in the context of the body life of the church has a ripple effect.   That ripple can be positive and helpful, or it can be negative and hurtful.  
   Maybe you’re thinking, “I need to better use the gifts God has given me for the church’s benefit, but I don’t even know what they might be?”  Consider these points:

1 – Study what the Bible says about spiritual gifts.  Look at the 12th chapter of both Romans and First Corinthians.  Be careful to discern God’s purpose in giving the gifts.  It is for the growth of the body and not merely personal growth or satisfaction.  

2 – You must pray.  We may find ourselves resisting the gift he actually has in mind.  The only way to get beyond such hurdles is through serious, soul-searching prayer.  Ask God to show You through His Word the gift He has given you.

3 – Make a self-assessment.  If after seeking God’s mind through study of Scripture and prayer, look at yourself through spiritual eyes.  Consider such questions as these:  What do I like to do?  What am I good at?  Amazingly, God gives us the delight to do what He has given us to do. 

4 – Seek the wisdom of other Christians where your gifts are concerned.  Others have been gifted with insight and should be able to help you determine what your gifts are.  Others are often more objective than we are.  We must cultivate the ability to listen to what others have to tell us.

   This Church is not a one-man show or a theater where only the cast of the play performs and the rest watch.  It is an every member ministry that will only be more effective when each of you steps up to the plate and takes your swings in the batter’s box.  




